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(54) IMAGE PICKUP DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To cope with an emergency situation by holding the 
information of a photographed picture in a temporary storage means 
even when the recording means is not mounted, or the empty area of 
the recording means is absent. 

CONSTITUTION: A memory device 24 of large capacity which finally 
stores the photographed picture, is constituted of a solid memory 
device constituted of a magnetic disk drive device, optical disk drive 
device, magneto-optical disk drive device, EEPROM, and battery backup 
DRAM. A so-called memory card is equivalent to the solid memory 
device 24, and the memory card is assumed in this case. Then, when the 
memory device 24 is not mounted, or the empty area is absent, the data 
of the photographed picture are temporarily preserved in a buffer 
memory 22 when the empty area is present in the buffer memory 22. 
Moreover, when the memory device 24 is mounted or converted, the 
data of the buffer memory 22 are transferred to the memory device 24. 
Therefore, the trouble of missing a shutter chance can be reduced. 
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